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OZGE + ALEXANDRE

Both couple & OZA design

You founded OZA with your husband Alexandre. Can you tell us .
your story of meeting Alexandre and the process leading up to /
the founding of OZA?

It was 2011 when we first met with Alexandre. I was studying
in Istanbul and he was in France. We both joined an
international workshop organised in Istanbul that we were -
not supposed to attend. It was a pure destiny our lives crossed
and we knew from day one, we were going to create something
unique together. OZA started as a dream. We wanted to create
a studio with a multidisciplinary design approach. Everything
requires a design and not only limiced with architectural and
interior design. And we wanted to tell the unique stories

for each of our projects. For do that you need to really spend
a good amount of time for the researches of the project
location and understand the client brief. In the current world,
many agencies unfortunacely skipping this stage. However

as a studio, it’s the most important stage for us.

oo
O:gc. OZA Design’t esin Alexandre ile birlikce kurdunuz.
Alexandre ile tamsmanizi ve OZAmin kurulusunu
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anlatabilir misin?

Alexandre’la tamguigimizda yil 2010di. Ben Istanbul’daydim,

o Fransa’da. Ikimiz de Istanbul’da diizenlenen uluslararas:
bir workshop’a katildik. Hayaclarimizin kesistigi saf bir
kaderdi bu. ilk giinden itibaren birlikte benzersiz bir ey
yaratacagimizi biliyorduk. OZA bir riiya olarak bagladi.
Amacimiz multidisipliner anlayiga sahip bir stiidyo
yaratmaktr. Sonucta her ey bir tasarim gerektirir. Tasarim
sadece mimari ve i¢ tasarimla sinirl degil. Her projemiz
icin benzersiz hikayeler anlatmak istedik. Bunu yapmak
icin proje yeri aragtirmalarina ¢cok zaman ayirip miisceriyi

anlamak gerekiyor. Giintimiiz diinyasinda pek ¢cok ajans

maalesef bu agamay atliyor.
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Why did you choose London for the headquarcers of OZA?

When we set up OZA, with our unique design approach, even
as a new studio, we knew that we will be straight forward
competing with the top designers in the world. For achieve
that our studio needed to be based in one of the design
centres of the world. London was the best option to reach

this market and incernational clients at that cime. It's still

the case. Another reason maybe more personal but we didn’c
want to be far from our families as well and to be with them
easily whenever we want. Even the architectural design is
universal, there are still many regulations changing by the
country. And also all the best designers of the world are based
in the London. The competition is the hardest in the world.
Without stopping, everyday and night we worked hard, we
fell, we stand up again and continue to fight. It’s why we name
our first furniture and lighting collection as WARRIOR as
well. At the moment we have many great clients not only from

United Kingdom, from Turkiye, France, Spain and the U.S.
How would you summarize OZA’s design approach?

We start all our projects from a blank sheet of paper followed
by a geographical and cultural study of the place in which the
project is located. For OZA, each detail of the project must
first make sense with the environment which surrounds it and
which constitutes it. Then, based on our clients’ brief, we
imagine a tailor-made architecture and design combining
aesthetics and comfort of life. Someone once used the sentence
“new design language” to describe our design. It sounds very
much reflecting what we are today.

What are the difficulties and advantages of working as husband
and wife? How does it feel to be a parcner in both business and
private life?

It is clearly a strength, but not only for us also for our team!
Our cultures and approaches are being so different with
Alexandre, we built our relationship around the notion of
sharing and listening. Then we merge or pick what works best
for our clients. By doing that we kind of have a control and
decision mechanism double checked. It really helps to have

a different opinions and to discuss about them. We also

have a kind of very unique synergy together, I think the client
most love about!

yuzu

OZA'min merkezi i¢in neden Londra’yt sectiniz?

OZAy1 yeni bir stiidyo olarak, 6zgiin tasarim anlayigimizla
kurdugumuzda, diinyanin en iyi tasarimcilariyla
yarigacagimizi biliyorduk. Bunun i¢in stiidyomuzun
diinyanin tasarim merkezlerinden birinde olmas:
gerekiyordu. O donem Londra uluslararasi miigeerilere
ulagmak i¢in en iyi secenckei. Hald boyle. Bir baska
neden daha kigisel: Ailelerimizden uzak olmak,
istedigimiz zaman kolayca yanlarinda olmak istemedik.
iki yabancinin bir stiidyo kurmasi nedeniyle birgok
zorlukla da kargilagtik. Mimari tasarim evrensel olsa da,
hald iilkeye gore degisen bir¢ok yonermelik var. Ayrica
diinyanin en iyi tasarimcilarinin tiimti Londra'da
bulunuyor. Bu nedenle gece giindiiz ¢ok ¢alistik. Diigeiik,
yeniden ayaga kalktik ve miicadeleye devam ediyoruz.
Bu nedenle ilk mobilya ve aydinlatma koleksiyonumuza
da WARRIOR adin1 verdik. Su anda sadece ingiltere’den
degil; Tarkiye, Fransa, [spanya ve ABDden ¢ok sayida

harika miisterimiz var.
OZA'min tasarim anlayigint nasil 6zeclersiniz?

Tiim projelerimize bos bir kagicla bagliyoruz ve ardindan
projenin bulundugu yerin cografi ve kiiltiirel incelemesini
yapiyoruz. Projedeki her detayin onu olugturan ¢evreyle
anlam kazanmasi gerckiyor. Daha sonra miisterilerimizin
istekleri dogrultusunda estetik ve yasam konforunu
birlestiren, kisiye 6zel bir tasarim hayal ediyoruz.
Tasarimimizi tanimlamak i¢in zamaninda “yeni tasarim
dili” ctimlesi kullanilmisti. Bugiin ne oldugumuzu bu tanim
fazlasiyla yansiciyor.

Kari-koca olarak ¢aliymanin zorluk ve kolaylhklar: neler?
Hem is hem ozel hayatta ortak olmak nasil bir duygu?

Acikcast zor, ama sadece bizim i¢in degil, ayn1 zamanda
ckibimiz i¢in de... Alexandre’la kitletirlerimiz ve
yaklagimlarimiz o kadar farkls ki, iliskimizi paylagma

ve dinleme kavramlar: ecrafinda kurduk. Daha sonra
miigterilerimiz i¢in en iyi olant birlegtiriyor veya se¢iyoruz.
Bunu yaparak bir bakima iki kez kontrol edilmis bir karar
mekanizmasina sahip oluyoruz. Alexandre ile iki farkl
kiiltiirden geliyoruz, ama birlikte ¢ok benzersiz bir
sinerjimiz var. Bence bu, miisterilerin en cok sevdigi sey!

Doro Home
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THREE DIFFERENT
PROJECTS IN LONDON
AND ISTANBUL

What would you like to say about your PHI Residential and Doro projects?

PHI Residential is a blend of east and west influences with its scunning panoramic
views. The apartment is surrounded by major UNESCO heritage sites and historical
monuments and has a direct view of the Bosphorus that separates Asia and Europe.
Designed with a sense of openness and lightness, the apartment invites homeowners
to view Hagia Sophia, Suleymaniye Mosque and Topkapi Palace. The location of the
project, lifestyle of its people and the magnificent history of Istanbul; It inspired
everything from interior design to material selection. We used a monochromatic,
calm and timeless color palette. The light tones on the walls and ceilings contrasted
with the landscape.

The Doro Home is a typical Victorian style semi-detached house located in London.
We transformed this house into a minimalist, bright and modern home. We developed
a design that combines elegance and functionality. We consciously used a subtle color
palette and bright natural tones. Richmond Theater was our first culcural project.

It was a big honour to be invited for the pitch alongside with other well known
designers and at the end our studio was appointed as the interior design studio to
refurbish this Grade II listed theatre.

What are OZA’s favorite architectural buildings in terms of design?

- VILLA KERYLOS: Ancient Greek style villa built on early 1900s. With its inner
courtyard, baths, all the decoration and furniture collection, It’s a sanctuary of serenity.
- HAGIA SOPHIA: Hagia Sophia is the perfect example of construction that becomes
much more than architecture. This building is without doubt one of the most iconic

in the world. beyond the time, it feels like it has been always there and always will be.
An Incredible merge of cultures.

- LYON - SAINT EXUPERY AIRPORT RAILWAY STATION: Saint- Exupery station
was designed by Santiago Calatrava. The dramatic form of the railway station resembles
a bird at the point of flight and is envisioned as a symbolic gateway to the region

of Lyon.

yuzu PHI Residential 70|71
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LONDRA VE
ISTANBUL'DAKI

UC FARKLI PROJE

PHI Residential, Doro ve Richmond Theatre projelerinize dair neler séylemek istersiniz?

PHI Residential, biiyiileyici panoramik manzarasiyla dogu ve bati etkilerinin bir
karigimi. Daire, dnemli UNESCO miras alanlar: ve tarihi aniclarla ¢evrili. Ayrica
Asya ile Avrupa’y1 ayiran Bogaz'in dogrudan manzarasina sahip. Aciklik ve hafiflik
duygusuyla tasarlanan daire, ev sahiplerini Ayasofya, Stileymaniye Camii ve Topkapi
Sarayr'ni izlemeye davet ediyor. Projenin konumu, insanlarin yagam tarzi ve
[scanbul'un muhtesem carihi; i¢ mekan tasarimindan malzeme segimine kadar her
seyin ilhami oldu. Tek renkli, sakin ve zamansiz bir renk paleti kullandik. Duvar ve
tavanlardaki acik tonlar manzarayla kontrast olusturdu.

Doro Projesi Londra'da yer alan, tipik Viktorya tarzi, yar1 miistakil bir ev. Bu evi
minimalist, aydinlik ve modern bir eve dontistiirdiik. Zarafec ve islevselligi bir araya
getiren bir tasarim gelistirdik. Bilincli olarak incelikli bir renk paleti ve parlak dogal
tonlar kullandik.

Richmond Tiyatrosu ise ilk kiiltiirel projemiz. Diger taninmig tasarimeilarla birlikee
sahaya davet edilmek biiyiik bir onurdu. Nihayetinde stidyomuz, ikinci dereceden
koruma altindaki bu tiyatronun yenilenmesi icin i¢ tasarim stiidyosu olarak
gorevlendirildi.

Tasarim olarak favori mimari yapilarimz hangileri?

- VILLA KERYLOS: Fransiz Riviera’sinda yer alan, 1900’lerin baginda inga edilmis,
antik Yunan tarzi bir villa. ig avlusu, hamamlari, tiim dekorasyon ve mobilya
koleksiyonuyla tam bir huzur cenneti.

- AYASOFYA: Istanbul'daki Ayasofya, mimariden ¢ok daha fazlasi haline gelen
mitkemmel bir yap: rnegi. Diinyanin en ikonik binalarindan biri. Zamanin 8tesinde.
Sanki hep oradaydi ve hep olacakmis gibi geliyor.

- LYON - SAINT EXUPERY AIRPORT RAILWAY STATION: Santiago Calatrava
tarafindan tasarlanan binanin dramatik formu bir kusu andiriyor ve Lyon bdlgesine
sembolik bir giris kapisi olarak tasavvur ediliyor.
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THE LONDON PLACES
THEY LIKE THE DESIGN

What are your favorite restaurants in
London whose design you like?

- MAISON FRANCOIS BRASSERIE:
When you are in, you feel like you

arc in a historical brasserie in the
modern life.

- NOMAD LONDON: NoMad London
has an impressive dining hall wich glass
roof and planting throughout. It’s a
sanctuary in the middle of the city.

- ROKETSU: Roketsu is one of the best
Japanese restaurant of London. The
interiors made in Kyoto and shipped to
London. All the wood works made by
hinoki wood, preserved over 100 years
in Kyorto. When you are at the long
table you teleport to another world.

- MAISON ASSOULINE &
OMOTESANDO: Maison Assouline

is our secret spot for a coffee or a
cockrail. It’s housed in a Grade I1
listed building and feeling that you

are sitting in a very old library kind of
space, very cozy but at the same time
impressive. Omotesando offers the best
coffee with a very modest but strong
Japanese style interior design.

DESIGN & INTERITORS

TASARIMINI BEGENDIKLERT
LONDRA MEKANLARI

Londra’daki tasarimini begendiginiz favori
restoranlar?

- MAISON FRANCOIS BRASSERIE:
fceri girdiginizde modern yasamin
icinde tarihi bir brasserie’de oldugunuzu
hissediyorsunuz.

- NOMAD LONDON: Cam catili ve
tamamt bitkilendirilmis eckileyici

bir yemek salonuna sahip. $chrin
karmagasindan uzaklagmak istedigimizde
buray1 seciyoruz.

- ROKETSU: Londranin en iyi Japon
restoranlarindan biri. I¢ mekanlar
Kyoto'da yapildi ve Londra’ya génderildi.
Hinoki agacindan yapilmig tiim ahgap
eserler, Kyoto'da roo yili agkin siiredir
korunuyor. Uzun masada oldugunuzda
bagka bir diinyaya 1ginlaniyorsunuz.

- MAISON ASSOULINE &
OMOTESANDO: Londra'daki iki favori
kahve mekanimiz. Maison Assouline
ikinci dereceden koruma altindaki

bir binada yer aliyor ve eski bir
kiitiiphanede oturuyormussunuz hissi
veriyor. Omotesando ise miitevazi ama
giiclii Japon tarzi i¢ tasarimiyla en iyi
kahveyi sunuyor.
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