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In the main living room stands the Vitra dining 
table, a bespoke coffee table and a side table by 
OZA Furniture. The back wall light is by 
Holloways of Ludlow and the artwork above the 
sofa is by Alexandra Yan Wong 
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Following a holistic approach, the two creative minds behind 
architecture and design studio OZA reintroduced harmony and 

balance into a Victorian house for a young French couple 

WORDS BY KARINE MONIÉ
PHOTOGRAPHY BY EDVINAS BRUZAS

A London 
renaissance
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�his pageѐ �laster work was done in the dining area, creating an elegant and more modern atmosphere. �e3t pageѐ �ith its low ceiling height, the lower ݧoor o! the house was pre1iousl4 used 
!or oli1e oil storage. �or this reason, wood and light colours were used in the kitchen to gi1e the !eeling o! a more open space. �he mar�le is �4 Stoneline �roup, the wall is adorned with 

ceramics �4 �tto �ile and the !urniture was customѣdesigned with local materials

�he �espoke co!!ee ta�le is set against 
a �o Concept so!a. �he side ta�le is �4 
Christian iaigre and the artwork is �4 
Alexandra Yan Wong
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For Ozge Ozturk and Alexandre Simeray, 
every detail matters when shaping an 
emotional journey through space. “Our 

passion, rooted in architecture and human expe-
riences, pushes our designs to create a sense of 
wonder and discovery,” the duo begins.  

The co-founders of OZA (a London-based 
studio launched in 2011) have reflected this 
vision in the interiors of the typical Victorian 
style semi-detached house they reinvented for a 
French couple in the British capital. Built circa 
1900, the home features coloured brick and wood, 
a pitched roof, bay windows and a fireplace in 
every room, making it instantly charming.  

Its location in Battersea, in southwest London, 
was OZA’s main source of inspiration, reflected 
in the kind of living environment it had created 
for those living during the industrial revolution. 

“This project has been thought [of] as a deliberate 
break away from the darkness of the past, to instil 
calm and lightness in a space that still references 
its historical origins,” says Ozturk. 

The duo decided to open the wall that previ-
ously divided the kitchen and the living space, 
transforming the narrow rooms into an airy 
L-shaped volume – with whitewashed timber 
flooring throughout – for flawless circulation. 
To make a soft separation when needed and 
provide an adjustable level of privacy, curtains 
were installed.  

“Glazed metal sections further help to define 
each area whilst maintaining uninterrupted 
visual connections, letting light deep inside 
and underlining the generous ceiling height,” 
says Simeray. “The equilibrium is found in the 
play between horizontal and vertical strokes, 

balancing elongated shelves with tall pendant 
fixtures, among other elements.” 

The existing architecture of the house served 
as a base palette for the OZA team, who opted 
for natural shades to capture the changing light 
while contrasting with furniture and accessories. 
The owners’ collection of art pieces, antiques 
and souvenirs from their regions of origin was 
included in the design to personalise every nook 
of the home.  

“Blending the bright mineral existing chimney 
mantel with the thick oak shelves echoes the dry 
landscape of the Luberon in southern France, 
where the clients spend time in between the fam-
ily vines,” says Ozturk. “The timber flooring, the 
green-white of the walls and the sandy curtain 
fabric reference the coastal landscapes of the Ile 
d’Oleron, another place close to their hearts.” 

�he dining ta�le is �4 �itra, the 
accessories ha1e �een collected 
!rom d!!erent art galleries and 
anti,ue shops, and the 
rectangular artwork on the shel! 
is �4 �le3andra �an �ong

�he lamp is �4 umina and 
the chair is �4 Si3 the 
�esidence. �he side ta�le is 
part o! ��� �urnitureїs new 
Warrior collection . It is cast 
in �ron5e with a hammered 
patina top and �ase
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Mixing antiques of British industrial heritage, con-
temporary design pieces and simplistic abstract art, OZA 
found the right balance between all the objects and 
materials that adorn this serene and timeless home. The 
atmosphere is minimal and warm at the same time, with 
inspirational detailing.  

“Achieving this architectural vision was made possible 
through our close collaboration with craftsmen and 
artists who put their savoir-faire at the service of the 
realisation of this project,” the founders note.  

For example, the deep earthy triptych on the living 
room wall is by Alexandra Yan Wong, and the set of 
four black wooden tones is by Dominic J McHenry. 

“Both [have been] chosen for their abstraction and 
their interaction with light. These pieces perfectly 

reflect the subtle richness of this project,” says Ozturk.  
Part of OZA’s new furniture collection, which will be 

launched in late 2022, the sculptural side table – made 
of a hammered black patinated bronze top and base – is 
another gem.  

“We had a chance to reflect OZA’s character in a smaller 
capsule project,” explain Ozturk and Simeray, who – for 
the moment – have only completed the entrance hall, 
staircase, kitchen and living areas; the next phase will be 
dedicated to the bedrooms and bathrooms. “The client 
wanted to move into the property quickly, so we needed 
to think of the project in phases.” 

Connected with the roots of the past and personal 
memories while embracing the contemporary, this home 
is breathing new life. id

The three wooden sculptures 
are by Dominic J McHenry 
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